
National CME on “Hepatitis B: Mitigation and Working Towards Elimination” 

 

      It was a great honor for the Departments of Medicine and Microbiology, AIIMS Bibinagar, to 

host a National CME on World Hepatitis Day, 28th July 2021. The topic of the CME, was “Hepatitis 

B: Mitigation And Working Towards Elimination”, Hepatitis can’t wait!”. Elimination of Hepatitis 

B poses a challenge to the global medical and public health community because of the lack of an 

effective cure. This formed the foundation of our CME. 

    CME was a joint collaborative effort  of Medicine and Microbiology under the auspices of               

Dr Vikas Bhatia (Executive director), Dr Rahul Narang (Dean) and Dr Neeraj Agarwal (Medical 

Superintendent) The CME was adorned by stalwarts in Hepatology like Dr Yogesh Chawla,         

Chief Guest and Former Director and Head of Hepatology, PGI Chandigarh) and Dr Shiv Sarin, 

Guest of Honor and Senior Professor at ILBS. The CME was organized by Dr Vishakha Jain 

(Organizing Secretary ) under the chairmanship of Dr Lakshmi Jyothi T (Organizing Chairman). Dr 

Vikas Bhatia welcomed all the guests and participants in his inaugural address and spoke about 

the various challenges    of elimination and the impact of COVID-19 on Hepatitis B.    This  was 

followed by    Dr Rahul Narang introducing the theme of the CME to the august gathering. 

     Dr Yogesh Chawla gave the Keynote address at the CME and spoke on the trials and 

tribulations in the journey of working towards the elimination of Hepatitis B. Dr Shiv Sarin 

delivered a Salutatory lecture and highlighted the various aspects and issues of liver 

transplantation in patients who have Viral hepatitis. Dr Pradeep Deshmukh, Professor and Head, 

Department of Community Medicine at AIIMS, Nagpur, accentuated the global epidemiology of 

Hepatitis B while Dr Shilpa Tomar, Scientist B in the Hepatitis Group at ICMR -National Institute 

of Virology (NIV), deliberated on the point of care and newer diagnostics for HBV screening. Dr 

Bhupen Barman, Associate Professor at NEIGHRIMS, Shillong, briefly updated the various 

therapeutic strategies and standard guidelines for HBV infection. Dr Sahaj Rathi, Assistant 

Professor at PGIMER Chandigarh, focused on the treatment endpoints and treatment of HBV core 

disease. 

   It was an academic feast bejewelled with Guest speakers distilling their year of experience in 

the field of Hepatitis B for our delegates.  More than 600 delegates registered for the CME from 

across the medical fraternity.  

   On this World Hepatitis Day, let us remind ourselves that “Hepatitis can’t wait”, and let’s battle 

this disease with a sense of urgency that it demands. 

 

 



             



    

 



 



 

 



 


